
NZPSA 1 December AGM 

In attendance: Julienne Molineaux, Kate McMillan, Heather Devere, Lisa Chant, Janine Hayward, Ben 

Thirkell-White, Stephen Winter, Nigel Parsons, Byron Richards, Maria Pozza, Bryce Edwards, Edward 

Elder, Philip Nel, Chris Rudd, Jennifer Curtin, Dominic O’Sullivan, Carla Lam, Anthony Deos, Nicholas 

Khoo, Lena Tan, Margie Comrie, Patrick Barrett, Kathy Smits  

1. Apologies: Peter Skilling (AUT rep). 

2. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the 2010 meeting were approved on a motion by Ben 

Thirkell-White, seconded by Kate MacMillan. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes: No matters arising. 

4. President’s report:  

a. Thanks:  

i. Conference organisers, including main conference organisers Vicki Spencer and 

Chris Rudd, and graduate pre-conference organisers Anthony Deos and Ashley 

Murchison. 

ii. Exec committee members, especially while on parental leave 

iii. Other exec committee members and reps 

b. Awards from UK PSA and CPSA:  

i. Welcomes UK Professor Charlie Lees from Bath; sadly JoAnne Wallis, U 

Cambridge was unable to take up her award. They received three nights’ free 

accommodation and registration. 

ii. Notes that we granted PhD students Ana Gilling and Edward Elder the UKPSA 

award for 3-5 April 2012 in Belfast; they get free registration, 4 nights bed and 

breakfast hotel accommodation and potentially funds towards travel.  

iii. Note that we granted Ibikunle Adeakin, a PhD student at the University of 

Waikato, the CPSA award of free graduate registration. 

iv. Recipients of these awards will be asked to write something for the newsletter. 

c. NZPSA Conference dates: Canterbury will not be able to host the conference in 2012, so 

VUW has agreed to host it instead. Xavier Marquez (secretary) will take the lead in 

organizing it, with assistance from others at VUW and Massey. Canterbury did however 

confirm they will host the conference in 2013. 

d. Prizes for best student papers announced during the conference dinner. Thanks judges 

(Julienne Molineaux, Janine Hayward, Ben Thirkell-White, Xavier Marquez). For the 

record, the winners are: 

i. Best undergraduate NZ Politics Paper: Rachael Chappell, University of Auckland 

ii. Best postgraduate paper, NZ Politics: Josh Hercus, University of Otago ‘Youth 

voter turnout in New Zealand: perceptions and attitudes of student non-voters 

in the 2012 local body elections’ 

iii. Best postgraduate paper, other fields: Amy Thompson (Massey University, 

Palmerston North) ‘The ‘Dynamics of Contention’ in the Islamic Republic of Iran 

- Understanding the Origins and Failure of the 2009 Post-Election Protests’ 



e. New Initiatives in 2011 

i. Initiated inclusion of contents of the NZ journal Political science in the NZPSA 

newsletter 

ii. Initiated pre-main conference graduate conference 

iii. Created an MMP experts list  

iv. Created an election experts list 

v. Put a call out for suggestions and ideas beginning of the year; contacted all reps 

to ask for feedback/comments in October 

f. 2012 Suggested initiatives for development: 

i. Review of NZPSA prizes: increase number of prizes, change deadlines. Proposed 

working party to do this. 

ii. Graduates: Continue support for graduate conference at NZPSA;  

iii. Regional graduate conferences.  

iv. Online expert database; UK Richard Topf who does UKPSA site, media experts 

directory, created initial APSA site, offered to put it online if we get data 

v. Membership; Noted some of the problems with our current membership 

system, including retention and work for exec members; Xavier (secretary) to 

report in full 

5. Treasurer’s report: 

a. The association has a bank balance of $11,848.89 as of 31 October 2011 

b. On a simple cash-flow accounting basis, we received income of $3,446.72 during the 

year ending 31 October, including $2,200 for the Waikato conference and $1,110 for 

memberships. Our main expense was the conference prize ($500).  

c. Not enough activity to justify doing more complex accounts. Notes that there is little 

incentive to register for GST or IRD.  

d. Money from Waikato split according to how many memberships ended 1 December 

2012.  

e. Financial year was picked at random  

f. 02 cents discrepancy  

g. Bank balances are very healthy. There are no financial risks because we haven’t really 

done anything. Proposes: 

i. Putting $6,000 in a separate savings account for seeding money for conferences, 

and not touch it for anything else. After some discussion this proposal was 

agreed to.  

ii. Funding some projects of benefit to the association. ($3,000 total available this 

year – noted this is a one-off opportunity, not a recurring event, due to the 

unexpected health of our bank balance). After some discussion it was agreed 

that there will be a contestable process for accessing these funds, with 

applications similar in format to those the Australian PSA uses (but perhaps 

simpler). The main intended use would be “symbolic” funding for specialist 

workshops. Not all $3,000 need to be spent. Carla Lam moved to do this, Steve 



Winter seconded the motion. Margie Comrie, Janine Hayward and Heather 

Devere volunteered to be in a decision panel with members of the exec. 

iii. Raising the membership fee. The executive proposed raising the membership 

fee by one dollar eacy year to kepe up with inflation. After some discussion it 

was agreed that the fee should be increased for the 2012-13 year by $5 instead 

for regular members ($25 one year $50 two years and $75 three years) but that 

it should remain at $10 per year for students. 

6. Secretary’s report: 

a. Noted the difficulties in establishing an exact membership list. There are 221 people in 

our e-mail list (at last count – 3 of those have e-mail addresses that do not work). Of 

these, the secretary still cannot tell the membership status of 55 (and for 15 does not 

even have names). Of the remaining 166, 73 have memberships that have expired (47 of 

them on 1/12/2011). The memberships are about evenly split between students and 

non-students. 

b. The difficulties with the membership records have led us to look for an alternative 

system. Noted some research into various possibilities, including leaving things as they 

are (zero cost, more work for exec), tinker around the edges with the current set up 

(e.g., asking the UK PSA website manager to help us with an experts datatbase), hiring a 

person to create a website to spec, and buying a membership management software 

system. Recommended www.wildapricot.com. Pros: apparently easy to use and 

maintain, comes with a 30 day free trial, doubles as a conference management 

software, simplifies recordkeeping and automates membership renewals and 

reminders, allows people to pay online, can be dropped if it does not work. Cons: it does 

cost a substantial amount of money (between $350 and $700 per year, depending on 

the specific plan – the higher cost plan has more conference management options and a 

higher cap on the total number of members). 

c. After some discussion of the pros and cons of the different possibilities, the President 

asked the AGM to approve supporting purchase of the wild apricot system, at the higher 

amount (the “community plan” at around NZ$700 per year, 

http://www.wildapricot.com/pricing). Steve Winter moved to purchase the membership 

software, and Janine Hayward seconded. The motion was adopted. Thanks were offered 

to the exec committee for doing this research. 

7. Nomination (or renomination) and election (or re-election) of reps. (Noted for the record that 

the following people retain their roles until the 2012 AGM: Jennifer Lees-Marshment, president; 

Julienne Molineaux, treasurer; Xavier Marquez, Secretary; Ann Sullivan, Maori rep; Bryce 

Edwards, Otago rep; Anthony Deos, postgraduate rep; Edward Elder, Newsletter Editor; Kate 

McMillan, Publications Officer; Lindsey Te Ata o Tu MacDonald, Canterbury rep) 

a. Kathy Smits nominated Steve Winter as Auckland Rep (Jen Curtin seconded).  

b. Julienne Molineaux nominated Penny Hayes as AUT rep (Heather Devere seconded). 

c. Patrick Barrett stood again as Waikato rep (Kate McMillan nominated Heather Devere 

seconded). 

d. Carla Lam nominated Nigel Parsons as Massey Rep (Margie Comrie seconded). 

http://www.wildapricot.com/
http://www.wildapricot.com/pricing


e. Ann Brower (absent) nominated Quentin Findlay as Lincoln rep. Bryce Edwards moved 

(Janine Hayward seconded). 

f. Heather Devere stood down as Women’s rep. Carla Lam nominated by Heather Devere 

(Janine Hayward seconded). 

g. Maria Pozza was nominated as a second postgrad rep – Heather Devered moved, Lisa 

Chant seconded. 

h. Ben Thirkell White nominated as VUW rep by Kate Schick (absent), Steve Winter 

seconded. 

8. Relationship of NZPSA to Political Science journal. 

a. Kate McMillan noted the possibility of including two hard copy issues of the journal a 

year as part of the benefits of membership. Discussion indicated that the journal has 

been informally linked to the association, but it has always been published from VUW. 

Philip Nel raised the question of whether there should be a formal takeover of the 

journal by the association for this; discussion inconclusive. A clear majority of the 

membership supported the idea of getting two issues per year for an extra $5; a clear 

majority also indicated support for an “opt-out” provision. It was agreed further 

discussion of this potential link would take place in 2012. 

9. Boycott of APSA in New Orleans – member-raised issue. 

a. Steve Winter noted the discussion about a potential boycott of the American PSA 

meeting in New Orleans in 2012 due to discrimination against LGBT persons. Pointed to 

the existence of a robust debate on this question, and encouraged members who are 

considering attending to get informed about it.  

10. Women’s lunch. Jennifer Lees-Marshment noted that there would be a women’s lunch at 1pm 

on 12/2. 

11. Meeting ends. Janine Hayward thanked the executive for their hard work and initiatives in 2011. 


