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Minutes of the New Zealand Political Studies Association Annual 

General Meeting, Tuesday December 1
st 

2009, 

University of Auckland 
 
 

Time: 12.50pm 

Present: Therese Arseneau (President & Chair), Janine Hayward (Treasurer), Vicki 

Spencer (Secretary & Minutes), Stephen Hoare-Vance, Matthew Gibbons, Jennifer Lees-

Marshment, Hilary Pearse, Peter Skilling, Joe Atkinson, Julienne Molineaux, Ann 

Sullivan, Stephen Winter, Xavier Marquez, Kathy Smits, Chris Rudd, Philip Nel, Jake 

Quinn, Margaret Joiner, Peni Fa’alogo, Jeanette Wright, Patrick Barrett, Heather Devere, 

Kate McMillan, Margie Comrie 

 

1. Apologies: Ann Brower (Lincoln University Representative), Andy Asquith (Massey 

University Representative) 

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting: Motion: ‘That the Minutes of the 2008 NZPSA AGM be 

accepted’ Moved: Therese Arseneau. Seconded: Joe Atkinson. Passed. 

 

3. President’s Report:  

a) Therese Arseneau reported that the major priority set at the previous AGM to update 

and revamp the NZPSA website had been achieved. Thanks to Edwin de Ronde, Vicki 

Spencer and Janine Hayward for their initiative and work. The President proposed that a 

new position of Website and Communications Officer with the role of taking charge of 

updating the information and maintaining the website ought to be established. 

 

b) The second priority for a membership drive was also in full swing due largely to the 

decision to make membership compulsory for conference attendance.  

 

c) The top priority for the following year is to up-date the NZPSA email distribution list 

and to do so the executive is reliant on all the University representatives providing the 

necessary information including the email addresses of not only academic staff but also 

administrative staff and postgraduates. It is hoped also to include professionals working 

in the field.  

 

d) Thanks to Kathy Smits and her crew at the University of Auckland for their excellent 

work in organising a superb conference. 

 

e) Thanks were also extended to the Secretary and Treasurer for their considerable 

contributions in breathing new life into the executive. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

a) Janine Hayward as the Treasurer extended thanks to Therese Arseneau for having 

agreed to become President and for her excellent work in that role. 

b) The NZPSA bank account has $5,302.72 in credit, with $3,000 having been lent 

to the Department of Political Studies at the University of Auckland to facilitate 
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the conference organization. This will be returned to the NZPSA along with the 

membership rates taken on behalf of the NZPSA and any profit from the 

conference. 

 

c) The meeting was reminded that the two prizes in New Zealand domestic politics 

were kindly funded by Raymond Miller and the NZPSA was responsible for 

funding the new conference prize established at the last AGM for the best paper in 

any area other than NZ domestic politics. 

 

5. Nomination and election of new executive members 

The Secretary reminded the meeting that the constitution stipulates that all positions are 

for a 2 year term with the possibility of extending each for one additional 2 year term (4 

years in total). Therefore, the positions of President, Treasurer and Secretary would be up 

for election at the AGM in 2010, and those present were asked to think about alternative 

people to nominate. A number of other positions, however, needed to be filled now. It 

was also clarified that it is the role of the University representatives to distribute all 

emails advertising prizes, PSA exchanges and other information to all their staff and 

postgraduates in the field. Office-holders also need to be NZPSA members. Thanks to 

those out-going office holders who had filled the roles for the past 2 to 4 years. 

 

a) Kate McMillan (Victoria University) agreed to run for another 2 year term as 

Publication Officer. Moved: Vicki Spencer. Seconded: Therese Arseneau. 

She suggested that as the new website now makes a separate newsletter redundant, the 

publications officer could instead act in future as the liaison person for the NZPSA with 

the Political Science journal. The meeting agreed. She further reported that Political 

Science has been picked up by SAGE Journals, although ownership and control of the 

journal is retained by Victoria University of Wellington. From 2010, the journal has two 

new editors: David Capie and Kate McMillan. SAGE are in the process of digitising the 

journal, and from July 2010 both current and all back issues of Political Science will be 

available on-line to any library that subscribes to the SAGE package of Social Science 

journals. Having the journal within the SAGE stable should give it a much wider 

readership and a higher profile, thus improving its ranking for PBRF purposes.  

 
b) Margie Comrie (M.A.Comrie@massey.ac.nz) agreed to be the new Massey 

University representative. Moved: Janine Hayward. Seconded: Ann Sullivan. 

 

c) Stephen Hoare-Vance indicated he will be finishing his Masters shortly and 

would need to resign. The meeting decided to have 2 new postgraduate 

representatives. Jeanette Wright (jmw6@waikato.ac.nz), a Phd student from 

Waikato University agreed to stand. Moved: Patrick Barrett. Seconded: Joe 

Atkinson. And Jake Quinn (jakequinn@gmail.com) agreed to stand as a MA 

student from Auckland University. Moved: Therese Arseneau. Seconded: Kate 

McMillan. 

 

d) Heather Devere agreed to stand for a second 2 year stint as the Women’s 

Representative.  Moved: Therese Arseneau. Seconded: Ann Sullivan. 
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e) Julienne Molineaux proposed that Peter Skilling (peter.skilling@aut.ac.nz) take 

over her position as the AUT representative. Moved: Julienne Molineaux. 

Seconded: Joe Atkinson. 

 

f) Joe Atkinson indicated University of Auckland needed a new representative and 

nominated Kathy Smits (k.smits@auckland.ac.nz) who agreed to stand. Moved: 

Joe Atkinson. Seconded: Therese Arseneau. 

 

g) The new position of Website & Communications Officer was proposed with 

Jennifer Lees-Marshment (j.lees-marshment@auckland.ac.nz) as the first officer.  

Moved: Therese Arseneau. Seconded: Julienne Molineux. 

Vote for all motions was taken: Passed. 

 

6. Conference Timing & 2012 Conference Host 

The meeting provided positive feedback for the new timing of the conference in late 

November/early December and Therese Arseneau indicated that her department at 

Canterbury University is very keen to host the conference in 2012. It was agreed to do so 

with AUT pencilled in for 2013 and confirmation to occur at the 2010 AGM. 

 

7. Conference Seed Money 

Motion: That the NZPSA continue to provide up to $3,000 for conference seeding on the 

condition it be repaid at the time of the conference or just afterwards. Moved: Joe 

Atkinson. Seconded: Ann Sullivan. Passed. 

 

8. Members Benefits & PSA Exchanges 

There was considerable discussion about the cost of the benefits given to 2 Australian and 

2 UK PSA members particularly with having to pay 3 nights accommodation as the 

NZPSA is a small organization compared to them. It was decided to leave the UK 

reciprocal agreement as it is for the time being and it was noted that they have been 

particularly generous in also offering on a non-reciprocal basis to provide an airfare for 

the next UK PSA if a postgraduate had been interested. It was further noted that we have 

2 delegates going to the UK PSA next April, and two UK representatives were present at 

the current conference. However, the cost of having 4 delegates despite no-one from 

APSA in the end coming to the 2009 NZPSA Conference, was considered too onerous to 

be sustainable. As the cost to individual members of both APSA and the NZPSA to 

attend each other’s conferences is considerably less, it was suggested to change that 

arrangement.  

Motion: That the NZPSA Executive write to the APSA Executive to request that the 

reciprocal benefits with APSA be changed so that we provide free registration and the 

conference dinner to 2 delegates chosen by them. Moved: Joe Atkinson. Seconded: 

Jennifer Lees-Marshment. Passed. 

It was also noted that we will continue to provide on a reciprocal basis registration at 

members’ rates to all APSA members and reciprocal advertising of each other’s 

conferences. The UK arrangement will also be monitored and reviewed again in the 

future.  
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9. IPSA Membership 

It was agreed that the estimated cost of $700 to join IPSA as an institution was 

prohibitive given it was considerably more than the NZPSA’s total income in 

membership fees per year. It was also noted that individuals can still join IPSA and attend 

its conferences without institutional representation. 

 

10. APSA Website 

The Secretary brought to the attention of the meeting that the Home page of the APSA 

website states: ‘The Australian Political Studies Association is the professional 

association for those teaching and researching political science in Australia and New 

Zealand.’  

Motion: That the NZPSA Executive write to the APSA Executive to request that its 

website be changed so that its home page no longer erroneously claims that it is the 

professional organization also for those researching and teaching political science in New 

Zealand. Moved: Vicki Spencer. Seconded: Jake Quinn. Passed unanimously.  

 

11. Prizes – Winners & Future Promotion 

For those who did not attend the conference dinner, the President announced the 2009 

Prize Winners: Conference Prize in NZ Domestic Politics was won jointly by Ashley 

Murchison at the University of Otago and Margaret Joiner at the University of Auckland; 

and the Undergraduate Prize in NZ Domestic Politics was won by Lewis Mills from the 

University of Auckland. There were unfortunately no entries for the NZPSA postgraduate 

conference prize in a field other than NZ politics and those present agreed to be active in 

advertising the prizes more widely for 2010. 

 

12. MMP Referendum 

The meeting strongly supported the President’s suggestion that the NZPSA make an 

active contribution to the MMP referendum debate with the view to ensuring it is an 

informed debate. 

 

13. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

Meeting Closed: 1.40pm 


